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Celia Dixon

Western Area Education Office

Shire Hall

Bury St Edmunds

Suffolk

IP33 1RX

June 2nd 2003

Dear Ms Dixon,

Future of Gazeley Primary School


The Suffolk Division of the NUT wishes to respond to the consultation document on the future of Gazeley School.


Having discussed the contents of the consultation document with members and others affected, or potentially affected, we wish to support the retention of Gazeley School as a school in its own right.


We are responding by letter rather than via the pro forma because it is difficult to express our reasons in such a compartmentalised, tick-box way.


- Firstly, we are aware that there are around 25 pupils who live in the Gazeley catchment area who already go elsewhere.  We have discussed the reasons for this and it is clear that they relate to earlier relationships and management issues at the school, which no longer apply.


- We have witnessed, personally and via the media, the strong desire of the community of Gazeley village to retain a school in their community.  We believe that the trend of sending children away from Gazeley to other schools could be reversed.


- We are very concerned at the deleterious effect of promulgating the idea of closure on the immediate prospects for the school.  It is not likely to encourage parents, or indeed staff, to make a commitment to a school which very clearly is at risk of closing.


- We therefore urge the Suffolk CC Executive Committee to remove the threat of closure from the school at the first opportunity (i.e. 5th June).


- We appreciate the requirement to consider closure, if OFSTED declares a school to be in serious weaknesses, but point out that the weaknesses identified are historical, and there is no intrinsic impediment at Gazeley to prevent the re-establishment of a vibrant, successful school, except the effect of the current proposals themselves.


- It is clear that there will be objections from parents and Governors of the school, and no doubt from the Unions, to closure.  It would be imperative not to prolong the difficulties and prevent recovery by seeking to consult on a closure proposal.


- The Union has examined the LEA’s current position on Federated Schools and we will have several comments and concerns to make about the practicalities of federation, when the consultation document on this is published.   However, if the possibility of federation were to help the County Council remove the threat of closure of Gazeley (as it is one of the stated aims to avoid closure of small schools) we would support a recommendation to use the flexibilities and collaborative possibilities of federation, in this case. 


We would be grateful if these views, which reflect full consultation, consideration and debate within the Union, could be brought to the attention of the Executive Committee members.

Yours sincerely,









Martin Goold









Division Secretary

cc. Janet Wellings, Western Area Education Office

      David Peachey, County Director of Education

      Tony Lewis, Suffolk County Council Executive Committee

_1010565178.doc
[image: image1.png]A\

TN

\

K

€acuet

Py







