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Message :

Progress to UPS2.  Further to our May 2002 Briefing, the NAHT and SHA have heeded objections and have withdrawn advice to their members to impose additional hurdles for the award of the second point on the Upper Pay Spine (the agreement they made with Government!).  They are now following NUT advice to NUT Heads that there must be no additional criteria beyond satisfying themselves that the threshold standards have been maintained.  It is the headteacher’s duty to make the recommendation for UPS2 to the Governors, without any application forms, and there is no requirement for any extra evidence to be submitted.  Normal annual performance management evidence is all that is required for a “review”.


However, NAHT and SHA are still advising Heads not to “review” UPS salaries until the Autumn Term 2002, but to back-date any pay rises to September 1st 2002.  The NUT believes that all pay decisions should be completed before September 1st, when all staff have a right to a statement of their pay.


This is particularly important for any teacher moving schools this summer.  The decision whether to pay UPS2 is with the Governors of the school where you work now.  Your new school has to pay whatever your present school decides!  But, if you have left your present school before you hear the decision, and you are not awarded UPS2, you will not be able to appeal, because you will no longer be an employee at that school!


If any member is leaving his/her present school this summer, (s)he should now ask the headteacher to confirm, in writing, that (s)he will complete that particular salary review straight away, will call a meeting of Governors to ratify the headteacher’s recommendation and will inform that teacher of the Governors‘ decision, before the end of this term.  If heads do not so confirm, contact the Union without delay.   More news and advice on www.suffolknut.org.uk.
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