SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Learning For Life Theme Panel

Tuesday 7 May 2002

REPORT FROM THE TEACHER REPRESENTATIVES

The main issues considered at this meeting of the Panel were as follows:

Provision for Children and Young People with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder
Frances James gave a brief introduction to the item. The LEA does not know how many identified diagnosed pupils there are in Suffolk. This is because these children have been identified by the Health Service who have only recently been willing to share such information. Some of the children who have statements mentioning autism/Asperger syndrome are not on the shared list of identified pupils. There have been difficulties in engaging all agencies involved in identification. 

The LEA has appointed more staff to the portage system and this should help with the pre-school children now being identified. Advisory Teachers are also going to be appointed to work with teachers in Key Stages 1 – 4. 

Beacon Hill School in Ipswich has become a centre of expertise and is doing outreach work in several local schools. There is no specialist school, or plans for one, in Suffolk. The LEA have put on, and are continuing to put on, courses about this matter throughout the county.     

The 14-19 Green Paper: Extending Opportunities, Raising Standards

Following the briefings to councillors at the March meeting, which were described in our last report, there have been further stages in the consultation process.

David Barthorpe (Upper/High School Rep) was invited to attend a Consultation Workshop at Newmarket, one of a series being held around the country.  The keynote speaker was Peter Shaw, Director General of Youth from the DfES and the conference was jointly hosted by David Peachey and Mike Bax, Executive Director of the Suffolk LSC. There was a presentation of a collaborative scheme already operating between Suffolk College and Chantry High School, followed by an opportunity to express views in groups on the Green Paper proposals under the headings ‘Enhancing Opportunities’, ‘Recognising Achievement’ and ‘Collaboration’.

Although there was general agreement on the need for change and on the philosophy behind the proposals, there were real concerns about the practicalities of implementing them.  Some areas of contention were:

· The feasibility of timetabling the collaborative ventures between institutions and the funding of them

· The transportation of students in rural areas: cost and time involved

· The Matriculation Diploma: its title, purpose and lack of Foundation Level

· The credibility of ‘vocational’ courses with parents and employers

· The desirability of hybrid qualifications

· The future of small 6th forms

· The status of non-core subjects especially MFL

· The advisability and feasibility of Individual Learning Plans at 14

· Problems arising from accelerated learning and early exam entry

· The notion of ‘A’ grades with distinction at ‘A’ Level (this was overwhelmingly rejected)

The DfES representative appeared to be taking genuine note of the points raised and undertook to take them back to Estelle Morris.

At the Theme Panel meeting there was an opportunity to feed back to councillors on these matters and to consider the LEA’s Draft Response to the Green Paper which addressed many of the reservations expressed previously.

The government is anxious to pilot its proposals and is seeking to identify Pathfinder Projects.  Suffolk has been invited to participate and will register its interest but no final decision will be taken until there is greater clarity about what this would involve. Councillors will be provided with further information once it becomes available.

The next meeting of the Learning for Life Theme Panel will be on Wednesday 10th July when the agenda is likely to include further discussion on 14-19 education as well as items on Provision for children with autism and Provision for children with Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties.

If you would like any further information on any of the issues raised in this meeting, please do not hesitate to contact any of us.

David Barthorpe (Upper/ High School Teacher Rep) at Claydon High School (01473 836110)

Alan Draper (Middle School Teacher Rep) at Pakefield Middle School (01502 565986) 

Andrew Guite (Primary School Teacher Rep) at Gorseland Primary School (01473 623790).

Judy Palmer (Special Education Teacher Rep) at Westbourne High School (01473 742315) 

TRReport May 2002.doc

