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One-page message
The NUT has received written confirmation from Minister of State, Jacqui Smith, that the RIG Guidance on re-structuring (including the “blank sheet” approach) does not have the status of statutory guidance.  Schools have therefore absolutely no obligation to follow the RIG guidance.

Many heads have already used common sense and are largely ignoring RIG guidance, but may have felt obliged to pay lip-service to it.  They can now be assured that there is no jeopardy in rejecting those parts of the guidance which do not fit with your school’s actual needs and current staffing, including promoted posts authorised by the Governors in the past, offered and accepted in good faith.

But many others have adopted the RIG guidance wholesale.  In these schools drafts are raising issues of loss of pay, pension prospects and morale.  The first redundancies have been announced.  The NUT is preparing for personal grievances if representations do not bring about changes. 

Any individual school draft re-structuring proposal that refers to the RIG proposals as its “starting point” or as part of the “statutory requirements” should therefore be challenged in writing by the NUT Representative, as the Head and Governors will have acted on a false legal premise.  The school should revise its draft urgently.
The NUT message is clear: no NUT member should suffer any loss of pay or pension prospects as a result of re-structuring.  No teacher need be put on a safeguarded salary, reducing to zero within 3 years, if the head and governors follow NUT advice to do the right thing by existing staff.  If Head and Governors refuse to change their draft, they will be deliberately choosing to disadvantage individuals, without any legal requirement to do so. 

The Suffolk NUT circular “How to respond” should now be in schools.  Further help and guidance, including advice on a written NUT response on each school’s draft proposals, is available on www.suffolknut.org.uk/TLRs.htm .
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