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To Suffolk County Councillors, for Information


          March 11th 2006
This is a copy of the Flyer distributed by the NUT at the Celebration of Middle Schools at Westley Middle School on March 10th:

Why is Suffolk NUT against Middle School Closures?

Suffolk NUT has no preference for 2 or 3-tier systems and we believe in the best education for every child in every area – a good local school for every child.

BUT Suffolk’s “plan” is not a plan.  They have announced only the closure of Middle Schools, and have published no plans for what the new structure will look like, except a minimum size for Sixth Forms of 200.  So, we simply do not know:
· where will Yr 7 and 8 children go? 

· when and where will there be new buildings?

· what will happen to existing buildings?

· what will happen to staff and resources?

· how will staff be retained and recruited during the run-down of a Middle School?

· how many Upper Schools will become 11-16 and lose their sixth form?

· how many (independent) Trust 6-Form Centres will be created (like the one planned for W Ipswich) – which will not be Local Authority schools?
· Exactly where is Suffolk education going?

Suffolk CC says they will think about all this after the Council has endorsed the decision to close Middle Schools!  This is ludicrous – how can anyone, let alone the County Councillors, know that what will replace Middle Schools will be better than what they have destroyed?  How can anyone judge whether that will be worth all the disruption of closure?

Suffolk NUT wants County Councillors to reject the SOR plan and refer it back to the Panel to come up with a proper plan which:

· Plans 8-13 provision together with the introduction of the new 14-19 vocational courses

· Maps out sixth-form provision throughout the county

· Preserves separate provision for the Middle Years in those areas where parents want it –  real parental choice 

· Allows Middle Schools to become KS3 annexes to Upper/High Schools or similar arrangements
· Creates common management and governance to eliminate any drop of standards on transfer.
More detail on www.suffolknut.org.uk
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