 [image: image1.png]


 THE FOUNDATION STAGE PROFILE 

ADVICE TO NUT MEMBERS

From Suffolk Division NUT        secretary@suffolknut.org.uk

As you will know, the Foundation Stage Profile is a new method of recording children's progress and learning needs at the end of the Foundation Stage in England.  It replaces baseline assessment, which was the previous approach to assessing the educational progress of children in the reception year.  Profiles must be completed in any Government-funded setting in England in which children complete the Foundation Stage: for most children, this would be at the end of the Reception Year. The first Profiles are to be completed in June 2003.

Baseline Assessment:  From September 2002, there is no statutory requirement for teachers to carry out baseline assessment. A decision to continue use of baseline assessment would be that of the headteacher, in consultation with staff, not the LEA.  NUT members are protected, by the NUT ballot, from being expected to continue using baseline assessment and should not agree to do so.

Assessment Procedures: How the Profile is used is a matter for teachers' professional judgement. The Profile booklet is not a statutory document, so provided that assessment is recorded against the scales and reported to parents and the LEA, schools will have met their statutory requirements.  NUT members are protected from being required to use any or all of the profile booklet.

Teachers are required to seek contributions to the Profile from parents on any relevant aspects of their child's development. The NUT believes that this should be integrated with existing practice in schools or other "settings". There is no requirement for additional meetings to be held. The NUT'S protection afforded to members in relation to meetings applies to meetings in connection with the Profile.

Moderation:  Moderation of the Profile is a statutory requirement and LEAs are responsible for the moderation process.  Moderation of the Profile is not about auditing marking, as for Key Stage 1, but about helping teachers identify what they should observe when the assessment criteria are being fulfilled. The NUT points out that there is no need for teachers to collect moderation evidence for each child. NUT members are protected from collecting this additional evidence.

Reporting Arrangements: Completed profiles must be shared with parents, in any format the school chooses. Profiles can be used as the required written report at the end of the reception year but each school is free to decide whether to share the actual scores with parents.

NUT members are reminded that the ballot protects them from completion of more than one written report per pupil a year. The Profile should form at least part of that report. 

Where the protection of this advice is needed, NUT school representatives should first contact the Regional Office (01638 664538).

