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EXECUTIVE NEWS

9 November 2006                                    
No. 129
Aberfan Disaster in Wales

The Executive remembered with a minute’s silence the disaster which occurred 40 years’ ago, on 21 October 1966, in Aberfan in which 116 children and 5 teachers were among those killed when a small village school was engulfed by colliery waste.  
Workload Campaign 

The General Secretary reported that the timetable for despatch of materials for the campaign and ballot was on target.  He stressed the importance of achieving a good turnout and ballot result.
Education & Inspections Bill

The General Secretary drew attention to the advertisement placed in the Guardian supported by a wide range of organisations, including ACE, CASE, NAPE, Comprehensive Future, Children’s Services Network, the New Vision Group, Human Scale Education, the English Secondary Students’ Association, as well as the NUT.  The advertisement called for a good local school for every child; collaboration not competition between schools; and fair and co-ordinated admissions policies.  


The General Secretary reported on the House of Lords debate on the Education & Inspections Bill over amendment 54 in relation to faith schools and the issue of “reserved” categories of teachers and support staff.  This would give the governing body the power to determine the faith nature of such staff in voluntary aided schools and heads in voluntary controlled schools.  The Government, through Lord Adonis, had claimed to have fully consulted the teachers’ organisations and had quoted NASUWT to have asked “what all the fuss was about”.  The NUT provided documentary evidence that consultation had not occurred, either with the teachers’ organisations or with the support staff unions.  This behaviour was condemned by the General Secretary as poor government and also poor trade unionism.  As a result the Government had been forced to think again and had indicated that they would use the mechanism of a statutory instrument to ensure that consultation did take place.  This episode was an example of the failure to abide by the decent principles of trade unionism and a lack of sensitivity on the part of the Government.
TUC Matters


The General Secretary reported that the previous day’s meeting of the TUC General Council had looked at its priorities and programme of work.  These included the NHS Together Campaign; the establishment of a Commission on Vulnerable Workers as part of the campaign to address the problems of vulnerable communities; and promoting key aspects of the Trade Union Freedom Bill.  The NUT had already given its support to the NHS campaign.  The NUT would play a proper role in the Commission and the campaign on vulnerable workers.  In relation to the Bill, the TUC had held a meeting with Minister, Alastair Darling at which he demonstrated a lack of understanding of the concerns of the TUC.  The TUC would be exploring how better to express their understanding of the rights of people at work.


The General Secretary reported that the TUC had asked Children’s Services Network (formerly The Education Network) to carry out research for them on academies.

Developments in Wales


The General Secretary reported on developments in Wales.  

The NUT had written to Wales Minister, Jane Davidson, making clear the real opposition that would come from the Union if there were any proposals to devolve matters concerning teachers’ pay and conditions to the Wales Assembly.  There had been a helpful response from the Minister stating that there were no plans for these matters to be devolved.  

The Wales Assembly Government had issued a new consultation document on future assessment arrangements replacing SATS at KS2 and 3.  The proposals concentrated on supporting and strengthening teacher assessments.  There was parallel work being undertaken on a revised curriculum.   The WAG had also launched its strategic plan “The Learning Country – Vision into Action”, which placed emphasis on positive education and training policies.  The Welsh Baccalaureate was given the green light following successful pilots.  Roll out was planned for September 2007.  There would be additional funding and an aggressive marketing campaign to ensure its acceptance by employers and HE institutions.
TLR Action

It was reported that already 2,500 strike days had been undertaken by NUT members in the MA to TLR dispute, involving some 45 schools.  72 disputes had been resolved.  106 formal ballots had taken place and a further two were in progress.
Palestine

The General Secretary reported that the NUT would be making representations to the UK Government, through Education International and to teacher affiliates in Israel and Palestine, about the latest attacks on Gaza which saw a family of 18 killed, among others.  He welcomed a statement by the Israeli Teachers’ Union commenting on the suffering of the Palestinian people, including teachers.  The General Secretary added that in the event of retaliation for the attacks by Israel, the NUT would equally condemn the killing of innocent Israeli civilians and children.


The Executive drew attention to a lobby of Parliament by the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign, to which the NUT had recently affiliated, to be held on 29 November.

Teachers’ Pensions


The Executive agreed that information and guidance should be widely circulated concerning the latest position regarding changes to the Teachers’ Pensions Scheme, which would be operative from January 2007.  A circular would be sent to local associations and divisions; information would be placed on the website; there would be an NUT News to all schools; and an article summarising the changes would be included in the next issue of The Teacher.  
Consultation with the NUT 


The NUT’s substantive response to the Children’s Society’s Inquiry into Good Childhood pointed to the Union’s traditional promotion, side by side, of the educational interests of children and the needs of teachers.  The response states that children should have both time and space to grow and develop as individuals and that they need to experiment and experience interests and tastes, as a means of developing their own identities.  Children also need to feel loved and cared for and to experience close personal relationships.  Looked after children and those whose family life is not supportive and loving need special attention.

In its response to the QCA consultation, the NUT strongly disagreed with the proposal that P scales, which are intended for pupils unlikely to achieve level 2 of KS4, and collection of data should be made mandatory from summer 2007 for all maintained schools.  P scales should only be used in relation to individual pupils and for identifying progress below Level 1 of the National Curriculum.  They were not a substitute for a school’s curriculum.  Practitioners consulted by the NUT were unanimously alarmed by this development.


In responding to the DfES consultation on the 2006 admissions code, the NUT saw some improvement in the new code, but highlighted the hindrance to community cohesion brought by the proliferation of schools as their own admission authorities.  The NUT agreed that the school admission arrangements should work to the benefit of all parents and children locally.  A number of key issued needed to be addressed, not the least of which was the impact of partial selection.  The NUT was opposed to selection by aptitude as well as ability.  A comprehensive system of education was not possible if selection was in place.
Martin Flannery, Honorary Member 


The Executive stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Martin Flannery, MP and former member of the NUT Executive (1970-1974).  Martin was an Honorary Member of the NUT and was particularly helpful to the Union o9norary member of the during his long period as an MP for Sheffield Hillsborough from 1974 to 1992.
