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Press Release

From:

Suffolk NUT


Date: 23/7/02 (immediate release)

Re:


6-Term Year: Suffolk making big mistake?

The Union representing 2,500 teachers in Suffolk has criticised a  ** report going to  Suffolk County Council’s Executive Committee on 26th June, which supports a six-term year “in principle” .

Although the report urges caution and flags up several snags, the NUT says that the consultation was flawed and the results cannot justify County Council support for a proposal for which there is no real consensus.  

The Union says that few who responded to the official consultation questionnaire knew the actual dates proposed for 2004 onwards.  NUT County Secretary, Martin Goold, said “The official questionnaire was about high-sounding principles, not real choices.  It didn’t ask the right questions. When people see what it actually means in practice, they do not like what they see.”

He said LEAs would be storing up trouble if they imposed an untried system, full of pitfalls, on a profession already dissatisfied with working conditions.  “We have had many comments from our members suggesting that this would be just another reason for  giving up teaching and doing something far less stressful instead!  There are plenty of counter-proposals which should be considered.” said Mr Goold .  “There is no consensus that this is a sound proposal, so we should go back to the drawing  board”. 

---------------------------------

Summary of the Suffolk NUT’s response to the consultation document:

“Having carefully gathered the views of members, the Suffolk Division of the NUT concludes that the current proposals for a 6-term year do not meet with majority or consensus approval amongst teachers. Overall, the case for these particular changes is not made and any perceived advantages are outweighed by considerable disruption and consequences for the wider community, as well as to pupils and teaching programmes, which are difficult to predict. Some of the detail in the proposals has not been circulated by the LEA to schools or to the public (i.e. the actual dates as proposed). When these are considered, it is clear that the proposals fail to achieve the "advantages" claimed for such change. Only the idea of fixing the Spring ("Easter") holiday meets with clear majority approval. We therefore recommend a gradual and cautious approach which evaluates and monitors the effects of change, over a prolonged period of experimentation and careful trialling. At a time of continuing difficulty in recruiting and retaining teachers, any imposed changes which fail to take teachers' views fully into account will be counter-productive, if the aim is really to improve the education of our children.”

-----------------------------------

The Union’s full response to the consultation document, including comments and the results of a survey of teachers in the Bury St Edmunds area are available from the website:  www.suffolknut.org.uk/6termresponse.htm
Note: ** Paper E02/66 for the Suffolk County Council Executive Committee meeting, Thursday, 27th June recommends that “the LGA should be informed that Suffolk County Council supports the national proposals in principle, in the light of the outcomes of the Suffolk consultation”. 

The NUT is urging the Executive Committee to reject the recommendation and to accept Alternative Option 8(b) “The Commission should reconsider other options for changing the pattern of the school year, some of which have support in the education sector.” 
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This  Press release is also available as an html document on 

www.suffolknut.org.uk/6termyearpress.doc
_1010565178.doc
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